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Small Enough To Know 
You, Big Enough to Serve 

You.  Visit us at:
 poynetteveterinarycare.com 

Like us on Facebook

201 N US Hwy 51 Poynette , WI
Dr. Jayne Yelk 

608-635-7675

 • Comprehensive, Affordable 
Dental Care • Personalized 
Preventative Health Care 
• Full in-house Laboratory 
• Complete Soft Tissue & 
ORTHOPEDIC Surgical 

Services • Digital Radiology 
& Ultrasound • In-house 
& Online Pharmacy with 

Competitive Pricing • 
Acupuncture & 

Electro-Acupuncture

Premiums Paid Here, Stay Here To Keep Wisconsin Strong

“Call For A Quote”

Insurance Agent

Auto * Home *  Life * Commercial * Farm

Jacob Shropshire

Office: 920-350-0285
Cell: 608-513-8788

Fax: 800-470-1186

jshropshire@ruralins.com

124 N. Ludington St
Columbus, WI 53925

Minick Farms
Blood Drive

(Between Rio & Columbus)
N2708 County Rd. A

Tuesday, September 8th

1-6:00 PM
Don’t Wait - Sign Up Today!

For an appointment, please call

608-575-2445
or go online: www.redcrossblood.org

You can save up to 15 minutes when you donated blood by using 
RapidPass! redcrossblood.org/RapidPass for more information

Walk-ins & new donors welcome!

The need is constant, the 
gratification is instant. 

GIVE BLOOD.

 View the current Shopper at: 
www.columbiacountynewshub.com

RIO SCHOOLS BRAT FRY
FUNDRAISER- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Saturday, August 29th 
4 to 7 pm

Rio Depot Park

For District Wide School Supplies
and more!

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Sponsored by: Faith Bible Church - Rio

Monday - Thursday 10-5  Monday - Thursday 10-5    
Friday - 10-3  •Friday - 10-3  •
Saturday - 9-12Saturday - 9-12
(By Appt. Only)(By Appt. Only)

SALES SALES &&
INSTALLATIONINSTALLATION

W4730 Hwy. 16, Rio, WI 53960W4730 Hwy. 16, Rio, WI 53960
920-626-6350920-626-6350
Carpet • Vinyl • Tile Carpet • Vinyl • Tile 

• Laminate & Hardwoods• Laminate & Hardwoods

What’s Inside:

~Local News
~Local Events
~Local History
~Senior Menu
~And More

Mon, July 27th 
Chicken Pot Pie
Mashed Potatoes
Broccoli
Roll & Dessert

Mon, Aug. 3rd
Baked Ham 
Escalloped 
Potatoes 
Roll & Dessert

Mon, Aug. 10th 
BBQ Ribs Full Rack 
Only or 1/2 Rack of 
Ribs with Au Gratin 
Potatoes 
Corn on the Cob 
Roll & Dessert

Mon, Aug. 17th
Tenderloin Tips
Mashed Potatoes 
Buttered Carrots
Watermelon
Roll & Dessert 

Rio Street Dance - Saturday, August 15th
Parade at 2pm. Live Music Starts at 3 pm 

 Mike & Dale 3 to 6pm & Zac Matthews Band 7 to 11pm
                         Serving food inside Marks Market Rain or Shine
                         Serving Brats - Hot Dogs/Chili Dogs, Walking Tacos, 
                         Gyros-Regular or Chicken, Cheesecake, Ice Cream 
                                     Sandwiches & Bars. To Go Available 

Marks Market 
& Catering 

Call 920-992-5220

Call ahead to Reserve 
Your Monday Meals 

Save The 
Date!!!

Rio Street Dance
Saturday,

August 15th 

Columbia 
County Fair 

July 29th - Aug 2nd

Doylestown 
Firemens Picnic

Aug. 7th, 8th & 9th 

SAVE THE DATES!
Vintage Tractor Show & Brat Fry

Sunday, September 6th - 10 am to 4 pm
Minick Blood Drive

Tuesday, September 8th - 1 pm to 6 pm

WISHING EVERYONE A SAFE &
ENJOYABLE LABOR DAY!

Mon., Aug. 24th
“Ghoulash”

Ear of Sweet Corn
Salad & Garlic Bread

Dessert

Mon., Aug. 31st
Baked Chicken

Mashed Potatoes
Green Bean Casserole

Dessert

Mon., Sep. 7th
NO MEAL. . .

HAPPY LABOR
DAY!

Mon., Sep. 14th
Spaghetti

Salad & 
Garlic Bread

Dessert
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TREE CARE

WATERDU TREE CARE, LLC  
Trained climber, no truck on your 
lawn.  FREE hazard tree risk as-
sessment. Fully insured, free es-
timates, reasonable rates.  Snow-
plow services also available.  
608-697-0693.___________________________

SERVICES

BARN & SHED REMOVAL: Will 
tear down and pay for material. 
Used barn material for sale. Buying 
old lightning rods or glass balls, old 
weather vanes, stoneware and any 
deer antlers. Evenings 920-992-
3669.

__________________________

TOO MUCH STUFF or MOVING? 
PAYING CASH to clean out 
estates, sheds or lots. Will scrap 
out and do garbage. Looking for 
antiques and re-saleable items. 
Call 920-992-3669 evenings.

HOME TALENT
2026 RIO Railmen 

July 19
vs. Montello - 1 PM
Montello 9 - Rio 6

July 23
vs. Poynette - 7:30 PM

Rio 4 - Poynette 3
July 26

vs. Cottage Grove-1 PM
Cottage Grove 5-Rio 4

July 30
vs. Black Earth - 7:30 PM
Black Earth 12 - Rio 0

August 2nd
@ Columbus - 1 PM

Columbus 10 - Rio 0
August 6th
vs. Monona

Monona 5 - Rio 1

Columbia County 
Senior Dining Menu 

AUGUST 24-AUGUST 28,  2026 

MONDAY-Pot Roast, Mashed Potatoes w/Gravy, Baby 
Carrots, Peach Crisp, WW Roll.

TUESDAY-Chicken Chow Mien Over Rice, Chow Mien 
Noodles, Pineapple Chunks, Fortune Cookies.

WEDNESDAY-Cube Steak, Baby Potatoes w/Cream 
Sauce, Cut Green Beans, WW Roll.

THURSDAY-  Tater Tot Casserole, Hot Beets, Tropical Fruit, 
WW Roll.

FRIDAY- Turkey & Cheese on Croissant, Lettuce, Tomato, 
and Mayo, 3 Bean Salad, Chunky Applesauce.

	               AUGUST 31-SEPTEMBER 4, 2026 

MONDAY-Scalloped Potatoes & Ham, Green Beans, 
Mandarin Oranges, WW Roll.

TUESDAY-Roast Turkey, Dressing w/Gravy, Mixed 
Vegetables, Pumpkin Bar, Cranberries.

WEDNESDAY-Salisbury Steak w/Gravy, Mashed Potatoes, 
Carrots, Pears, WW Roll.

THURSDAY-  Chicken Tetrazzini, Broccoli, Tropical Fruit, 
Garlic Toast.

FRIDAY- Brat w/Kraut on WW Bun, Baked Beans, Lettuce 
Salad w/Dressing, Whole Apple.

     		      		

_____________________________
FREE STUFF - PG. 2

920-992-5253
Sponsored by Rio Community Club

RIO AREA 

House & RoofWasHing

920-350-1007
or PeaktoPatio@gmail.com

Free Estimates
Residential and Commercial Soft Washing,

Pressure Washing and more!

CALL
NOW!

NOTICE
A virtual open house and online comment 
card and map showing the study segments 
are available at mgs-projects.com/BECI. 
We are asking for public feedback on the 
study segments by September 7, 2026. 

JOIN US AT THE MEETING:

Columbia County
Tuesday, August 25 - 4 pm to 7 pm

Whispering Pines
101 Bethel Dr., Poynette WI 53955

OVERVIEW:
The BECI project is an approximately 190-
mile, 765-kV project in Wisconsin connect-
ing electric facilities in Walworth County 
before continuing to the state line. The ex-
act connection point at the state line has 
not been determined because the connect-
ing transmission line in Illinois is under de-
velopment by another utility.

*Typical Structure Height-Approx. 175 ft.
*Typical Right of Way Width-Approx. 180 ft.
*Typical Span - Approx. 1,200 ft.

More Information can be found at:
mgs-projects.com/BECI

daizy sweeps

Locally owned and operated by Two Generations since 1979

 920-318-6518 • 920-386-9563
 •  www.daizysweeps.com • 

Restoration, Repair & LiningRestoration, Repair & Lining
CHIMNEY CLEANING

Mention at time of scheduling 
promo code 2019RS10 for $10 
off  Chimney Cleaning or 5% 

off  Restoration & Repair promo 
code 2019RS5

Your Safety is our #1 Concern

Call for Premium 
    BBQ, Heating & Horse 

Bedding Pellets

Mention this ad to receive $1.00 off  
a bag of BBQ pellets

AFFORDABLE TREE TRIMMING
& REMOVAL

“We specialize in the difficult ones”
Let us save you money! Free Estimates!

Stop by at . . .
Petersheim Family Tree

W3298 County Road P, Cambria WI 53923
Open Monday-Friday 7am to 5pm; Sat. 7am-Noon

A.R. WOOD has quality 
dry wood for your home needs.

GOT WOOD? WE DO!!

Call:
AnthonyAnthony – 608-235-5217 – 608-235-5217

ATTENTION FARMERS & LANDOWNERS:ATTENTION FARMERS & LANDOWNERS:
We will also TRIM or remove trees & brush from fencelines!

LOGGING WOODS– Call for Estimate

FIREWOOD LOGS
Softwood:  –  14’ - $200 • 24’ - $300
Hardwood  –  14’ - $350  • 24’ - $550

BY THE
BY THE

TRAILER LOAD
TRAILER LOAD

Non-split wood  –  $190/Truckload • $280/Cord
Split wood  –  $220/Truckload • $320/Cord

 View the current Shopper at: 
www.columbiacountynewshub.com

PLACE 
YOUR

CLASSIFIED 
AD 

ONLINE 
AT YOUR 

CONVENIENCE!
Go to:

www.columbiacounty
newshub.com

HALL RENTAL
Rio American Legion 

The Rio American Legion post is available for gatherings 
up to 50 people. The cost for a non-member is $50.00 per 
day. Call Jerry at 920-988-3389 or George at 920-382-3588 
for more information or to make a reservation.  

920-992-5362 
       800-637-4661 

W3862 Hwy. 16, Rio, WI 53960
8 AM - 5 PM Daily • Sat. by Appointment

Used & new auto and lite truck partsUsed & new auto and lite truck parts
Inc.

AAllll  AAutouto  AAcrescres

“We sell the Best and Crush the rest!”

RIO FIREMEN’S PARK 
FACILITIES 2026

To make reservations for use of the school house or shelter 
at the Firemen’s Park - Call Todd Bateson at 608-683-9094.
If no answer, please leave a message, it will be returned. 

PARK PRICES
Schoolhouse only...$110 Shelter only ...$70  

Schoolhouse & Shelter... $165
Leashed dogs are allowed - Please clean up after your pet!
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	 David Staveness
	   920-210-8464
	 Larry Staveness

For ALL Trucking & Hauling Needs 
Gravel, Stone, Dirt, Etc . . .

    608-279-3398 or
   608-697-0181

Call, Text or   
Leave a message if no answer

Plus...AgLime Hauling & Spreading

© 2007 SECURA Insurance © 2007 SECURA Insurance

© 2007 SECURA Insurance

Your farm. Your way of life. Your farm. 
Your way of life. 

You’ve established your goals. Let us help you live out your dreams by 
protecting what matters most to you.

With more than 100 years of experience, we’re not just another farm 
insurance company. We offer protection for today’s farm operations.

Contact your independent SECURA agent today.

Your farm. Your way of life. 
You’ve established your goals. Let us help you live out your dreams by 
protecting what matters most to you.

With more than 100 years of experience, we’re not just another farm 
insurance company. We offer protection for today’s farm operations.

Contact your independent SECURA agent today.

Farm Insurance Ads •  “YOUR FARM” • B&W • ADF 0002 0706

6.625” W x 4” H

5.3749” W x 3.25” H2.625” W x 7.5” H

You’ve established your goals. Let us help you 
live out your dreams by protecting what 
matters most to you.

With more than 100 years of experience, we’re 
not just another farm insurance company. We 
offer protection for today’s farm operations.

Contact your independent SECURA agent today.

Richards Insurance
125 S Ludington St., Columbus, WI 53925

PHONE: 920-623-5700  
FAX: 920-623-5713

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
Rio Shopper - 920-992-5253 • rioshoppernews@gmail.com

 ONE word per BOX.
Classifieds must be paid for before publication.

Rio Shopper
205 Lincoln Ave., PO Box 302 Rio, WI 53960

Please mail with payment or place in drop box at 205 Lincoln Ave., Rio WI 
~~~~~~~~~~  ~~~~~~~~~~~  ~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~

Name _____________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________

City __________________State _________  Zip  ________     Phone  _________________________

Payment Method:
Mail or drop off 

in drop box 
 at 205 Lincoln Ave.

$10 / week Up to 20 words - additional words 10¢

Deadline: Tuesdays - at NOON

# of weeks

Need more words?
▼

					     20 ($10.00)	 21 ($10.10)

22($10.20)	 23 ($10.30)	 24 ($10.40)	 25 ($10.50)	 26 ($10.60)	 27($10.70)	 28 ($10.80)	

29 ($10.90)	 30 ($11.00)	 31 ($11.10)	 32 ($11.20)	 33 ($11.30)	 34  ($11.40)	 35 ($11.50)	

36 ($11.60)	 37 ($11.70)	 38 ($11.80)	 39 ($11.90)	 40 ($12.00)	 41 ($12.10)	 42 ($12.20)	

43 ($12.30)	 44 ($12.40)	 45 ($12.50)	 46 ($12.60)	 47 ($12.70)	 48 ($12.80) 	 49 ($12.90)	

50 ($13.00)	 51 ($13.10)	 52 ($13.20)	 53 ($13.30)	 54 ($13.40)	 55 ($13.50)	

TOTAL DUE: 

____________

10+ years Experience  
Insured

920-382-0839

Jon Pahl Jon Pahl 
Painting LLCPainting LLC

N6161 Pahl Road, Fall River

Power Washing
Interior/Exterior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Deck Staining

RIO AREA 

This service is provided for you by the 
Rio Area Community Club

Got items to give away?  
Advertise FREE Items

for FREE!

Here is your opportunity to advertise  them free of charge,
 courtesy of the Rio Area Community Club! 

To place your FREE item on the “FREE LIST” just call the Rio Shopper 

920-992-5253

RIO COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
SPECIAL BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING

MONDAY, AUGUST 3, 2026, 5:00 PM
RIO MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL

ROOM 170
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 PM by Board Pres-
ident, Carley Young. Jordan Noyes led the Pledge of Alle-
giance.

This meeting was properly posted in the District.

Roll Call: Carley Young, Tammy Wakeman, Beth Laufen-
berg, Jordan Noyes and Keith Desjarlais. Also present were 
Superintendent Dr. Michael Lichucki; Director of Business 
Services Paula Glaser; Building & Grounds Director Randy 
Starker; Food Service Director Sara Meixner; and Findorff 
Project Executive Dave Chmielewski.

Recognition of Visitors. There were no visitors present.

Discussion/Information/Possible Action.
A. Board Goals 2026-27. A motion was made by Keith Des-
jarlais and seconded by Beth Laufenberg to approve the 
Board Goals for the 2026-2027 school year, as presented 
and discussed. Motion carried by a voice vote; five votes yes.
B. Findorff Facility Study Information Sharing. Dave Chmielewski, 
Project Executive, from Findorff shared the results of the fa-
cility assessments performed for the Elementary and Middle/
High School facilities to create a capital maintenance plan for 
current and future maintenance needs. The facility assess-
ments include items for consideration by priority and catego-
ry (interiors, site, building envelope, and building systems), 
and include estimated pricing for each identified item. This 
was a discussion item.

A motion was made by Jordan Noyes and seconded by Tam-
my Wakeman to adjourn the meeting at 6:16 PM.

Motion carried by a voice vote; five votes yes.

SOUTH CENTRAL TREE 
SERVICING 

• Pruning  •  Topping  •  Removal
Also stump removal

Evenings: 920-992-3669
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RIO PARENTS: There  is no need to 
buy all of the typical school supplies 

this year! All you will need is a backpack. 
Like last year, we will be providing 
school supplies to the school for 
your students' use, all we ask is that 
those who can, purchase their back- 
pack. For those who cannot provide 
a backpack, we are going to ask that 
the parents let it be known at regis- 
tration so we can have backpacks 
ready for the student at Open House. 

 
Community Members and Busi- 
nesses: A few organizations have al- 

ready donated funds to assist in this endeavor but additional 
monetary contributions would be helpful. Donations can be 
made payable to: Rio Community Event Fund, 207 Lincoln 
Ave, PO Box 276, Rio, WI 53960. 

Additional donations of Clorox or Lysol Wipes and Kleenex 
are also appreciated. 
If anyone has questions, feel free to contact Andrea Becker 
at (608) 712-8322. 

Heather Ann Koehler
Heather Ann Koehler, age 36, of Beaver Dam, Wiscon-
sin, passed away on Tuesday July 21, 2026.  She was 
born on May 11, 1990, in Madison, Wisconsin, to Greg 
and Karen (Shattuck) Koehler. 

Heather graduated from Rio High School in 2008 and 
graduated from Madison College’s nursing  program. 
She pursued a career in nursing for many years before 
discovering her true passion as  a tattoo artist. Heather 
found a way to express her artistic and creative abilities 
through her  work, creating meaningful pieces for her 
friends and clients. Her artwork, and the memories  con-
nected to it, will continue to live on. 

Heather also found great joy in spending time with her 
beloved dogs, who brought her  happiness and com-
panionship. 

Heather will be remembered for her individuality, free 
spirit, creativity, and the unique light she  brought into 
the lives of those around her. She leaves behind many 
cherished memories that  will continue to bring comfort 
to those who knew and loved her. 

Heather is survived by her parents, Greg and Karen 
(Shattuck) Koehler of Rio; her brother, Jonathan (Joanna); 
niece Addie; nephew Hudson Koehler of Sun Prairie; 
and many loving  aunts, uncles, and cousins. 

Family and friends were invited to celebrate Heather’s 
life at Grasse Funeral Home in Rio, WI 401 Angel Way, 
Wednesday, August 5, 2026. A Memorial Service will be 
held at 12:00 P.M. Visitation was held from 10:00 A.M. 
until the time of service on Wednesday.

Heather’s life was a gift to those who knew her. Although 
her time with us was far too short, the  love, creativity, 
kindness, and memories she shared will remain forever 
in the hearts of her  family and friends. Online condo-
lences may be made at www.grassefs.com. Grasse Funeral 
Service in Rio is serving the family.

Pictured from the viewer’s left are Gunnar Winchell, a Badger Boy’s State counselor and Rio
school staff member. Next is Sebastian Osborn, Adrian Vangen, and Jeremiah Kimbro. The 
four spent a week this past June at Badger Boy’s State at UW- Eau Claire. The Rio American 
Legion sponsored the three young men so they could experience a week of learning some of 
the fundamentals found in politicking. The three Rio seniors reported enjoying their time in Eau 
Claire and said they learned a lot from the experience.

Get Ready for Summer!

• Summerize your Snowmobiles now
• ATV/Motorcycle Repair

• We repair all make of hand held equip-
ment: Chainsaws, Weed-eaters, etc.

• Saw chain & mower blade sharpening $8
• Push mower tune-up $45 & up

• Rider tune-up $75 & up
Tune up include: Oil & filter change, replace 
air & fuel filters, sharpen & balance blade, 
wash & grease unit, lubricate cables, adjust 

tire pressure and check deck level.
~35 Years Experience

~Pickup & delivery, no contact available

Reds Mobile Repair LLC
115 Hwy 16, Rio

608-434-3306

TheThe  RioRio
ShopperShopper

_____________________________
FREE STUFF - PG. 2

920-992-5253
Sponsored by Rio Community Club

RIO AREA Rio Shopper
205 Lincoln Ave., PO Box 302
Rio, WI  53960  •  920-992-5253
Email info: rioshoppernews@gmail.com 

www.columbiacountynewshub.com

DEADLINES:
Display Ads - Monday at 5 PM 

 Classifieds - Wednesday 10 AM
HOLIDAYS require EARLIER DEADLINES! 

Watch for notice of exact dates.

Thank Yous - $20 • Special Occasion ads - $35

CLASSIFIED ADS  must be paid for  
BEFORE  publication.  Please have your 
credit/debit card ready when you call.   .

Offices Hours:  Call Ahead
(CLOSED Saturday, Sunday & Holidays)
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DISPLAY: 
Monday - 5 PM
CLASSIFIED: 
Tuesday - Noon

RIO 
SHOPPER 

920-
992-5253

?
DEADDEADLINESLINES

920-992-3577
If no answer call 608-438 AUTO

CUSTOM Exhaust Pipe Bending
• Air Conditioning 
• Brakes 
• Major & Minor Repairs 
• Tires

Monday thru Friday 
8 AM  to 5 PM

Closed Saturdays & Sundays

Steve’sSteve’sSteve’s
Auto, Truck & Tire

107 E. Rio St., Rio • Steve Kueff er

PRACTICE PRACTICE 
FIRE FIRE 

SAFETY!SAFETY!

Courtesy of . . . 

Rio Fire Dept. &
Fall River Fire Dept.

TAKE THE MYSTERY 
OUT OF FIRE PLAY 

by teaching 
your children 
that fire is a 
tool - NOT A 

TOY!

The need is constant, 
the gratification 
is instant. 
GIVE BLOOD.  
SAVE THIS DATE!

Minick Farms BLOOD DRIVE

Tuesday, September 8
WATCH FOR DETAILS!

redcrossblood.org | 1-800-RED CROSS

Take your home comfort 
system to the next level.

Spring is the Season to have your 
A/C System Checked and Cleaned

Bleich Heating & A/C 
a Premier Lennox Dealer for all your 

heating & cooling needs.
920-992-4328

                                 

Call

Clip this ad for 10% off labor
 on spring check & clean.   

      (April & May 2025)
Clip this ad for $10 off Spring check & clean.

(April & May 2026)

 Rio Depot Park 
Shelter

To make reservations for the shelter.  
Call Stan Stofflet at 920-992-5106 or 
Kacy Falk at 920-484-8022.  If no an-
swer, please leave a message, it will 

be returned. 

SHELTER PRICE  $50  
If cleaned after event, 

$25 will be returned

Advertise your 
Business 

Here!

Contact Us
Today. 
Current 

Email us for info:
Rioshoppernews

@gmail.com
or

920-992-5253

Like us on Facebook 
facebook.com/therioshopper

TheThe  RioRio
ShopperShopper

"Success is not final,
 failure is not fatal:
 It is the courage 

to continue that counts." - 

Winston Churchill.

RIO AMERICAN LEGION ROOM RENTAL
The Rio American Legion has a room for rent 
that will hold approximately 50 folks for a seat-
ed event. The facility has AC, a gas stove, mi-
crowaves, refrigerator, with tables and chairs al-
ready in place. If interested in renting call Jerry at 
920 988-3389 or George at 920 382-3588.

A Message to our Readers:
We are happy to announce that effective Sep-
tember 1st, Tammi Biddle will be the new con-
tact of the Rio Shopper. Please have patience 
with us as we get everything transitioned over 
to her. 

Customers can continue to place ads or 
leave messages at our email - 

rioshoppernews@gmail.com or 
by calling 920-992-5253.

We would like to thank all of our dedicated 
advertisers and readers over the past 5 years.

The Crombie Family
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Minutes continued on top of Page 8

RIO COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT
BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING
MONDAY, JULY 20, 2026, 5:00 PM

RIO MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL
ROOM 170

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 PM by Board President, Carley Young. Keith Desjarlais led the Pledge of Allegiance.

This meeting was properly posted in the District.

Roll Call: Carley Young, Tammy Wakeman, Beth Laufenberg, Jordan Noyes and Keith Desjarlais. Also present were Superintendent Dr. Michael Lichucki; Middle/
High School Principal Laura Krause-Emerick; Student Success Coordinator Allison Haas; Director of Business Services Paula Glaser; Director of Maintenance Ran-
dy Starker; Food Service Director Sara Meixner; CESA5 Assistant Director of Business Services Derek Sliter; and Administrative Assistant Nicole Bagwell.

Recognition of Visitors. There were no visitors present.

Approve Minutes from the June 4, 2026 and June 15, 2026 Board of Education Meetings. A motion was made by Keith Desjarlais and seconded by Jordan Noyes 
to approve the June 4, 2026, special meeting minutes, as presented. Motion carried by a voice vote; five votes yes. A motion was made by Beth Laufenberg and
seconded by Tammy Wakeman to approve the June 15, 2026 regular meeting minutes, as presented. Motion carried by a voice vote; five votes yes.

Rio Showcase - ParentSquare. Student Success Coordinator Allison Haas provided information to the Board about the new communication app, ParentSquare, 
being implemented to improve communication with families. The app provides a centralized place for communication and provides for better monitoring of
communication between parents, students and staff.
Action Items
A. Bills for Payment. A motion was made by Keith Desjarlais and seconded by Tammy Wakeman to approve Checks, ACH, and Wire payments from 6/1/2026 - 
6/30/2026 as presented totaling $691,896.31. Motion carried by a voice vote; five votes yes.

B. Human Relations
	 1. Resignation/Retirement
		  a. Assistant High School Baseball Coach - Bryce Berger. Informational - no action needed.
		  b. Educational Assistant - Jean Frea. Informational - no action needed.
	 2. Hiring
		  a. Part-Time Custodian - Scott Pribbenow. Informational - no action needed.
		  b. MS Cross Country Coach - Jennifer Lang. Informational - no action needed.
		  c. MS ELA - 1.0 FTE Jennifer Schneider. Dr. Lichucki shared that due to staffing changes,he would like to increase Jennifer Schneider’s Middle 	
		     School ELA Teacher position from 0.69 FTE to 1.0 FTE. A motion was made by Beth Laufenberg and seconded by Jordan Noyes to approve a 	
		     contract for Jennifer Schneider for the position of 1.0 FTE Middle School ELA Teacher for the 2026-2027 school year, as presented. Motion 	
		     carried by a voice vote; five votes yes.
	 3. Gifts to the District
		  a. Grants
i. Food Service Equipment - Super School Meals. Food Service Director Sara Meixner received a grant from GENYOUth’s Super School Meals program for
lunchroom equipment at the MS/HS. The equipment valued at approximately $2,000.00 included insulated milk carts, mobile meal carts, and food serving
bins.
		  b. Donations
i. Ukuleles - Robert Breneman. A motion was made by Keith Desjarlais and seconded by Tammy Wakeman to accept the gift of three handmade Ukuleles for
the elementary Ukulele club, from Robert Breneman, with great thanks. Motion carried by a voice vote; five votes yes.

Discussion/Information/Possible Action
A. Treasurer’s Report. Director of Business Services Paula Glaser reviewed the Treasurer’s Report with the Board.
B. Policy Review 2nd Reading: Grooming Policies. A motion was made by Jordan Noyes and seconded by Beth Laufenberg to adopt the updates to the following    	
    Neola policies related to Act 89 “Grooming Policies” requirements.
		  ● 0144.5 Board Member Behavior, Communications, and Code of Conduct
		  ● 1213 Student Supervision and Welfare
		  ● 3213 Student Supervision and Welfare
		  ● 4213 Student Supervision and Welfare
		  ● 7530.02 Staff and School Officials Use of Personal Communication Devices
		  ● 7540.03 Student Technology Acceptable Use and Safety
		  ● 7544 Use of Social Media
		  ● 8120 Volunteers
		  ● 8462 Reporting of Child Abuse and Neglect, and Sexual Misconduct

Motion carried by a voice vote; five votes yes.
C. NEOLA policy Updates 1st Reading. A motion was made by Keith Desjarlais and seconded by Tammy Wakeman to acknowledge the first reading of the upates 
to the following Neola policies.
		  ● 0100 Definitions
		  ● 1210 Board – District Administrator Relationship
		  ● 2131.01 Reading Instructional Goals and Kindergarten Assessment
		  ● 2271.01 Start College Now program
		  ● 2431 Interscholastic Athletics
		  ● 2464 Advanced Learning Instruction
		  ● 4124 Notice of Reasonable Assurance of Employment
		  ● 5112 Entrance Age
		  ● 5310.01 Emergency Nursing Services/Plan
		  ● 5330 Administration of Medication/Emergency Care
		  ● 5514 Use of Personal Transportation Devices
		  ● 5515 Student Use and Parking of Motor Vehicles
		  ● 5530 Student Use or Possession of Intoxicants, Drugs, or Paraphernalia
		  ● 6320 Purchasing
		  ● 6325 Procurement – Program Federal Grants/Funds
		  ● 7440.03 Small Unmanned Aircraft Systems (Drones)
		  ● 7455 Accounting System for Capital Assets
		  ● 7540.02 Digital Content and Accessibility
		  ● 7540.08 Artificial Intelligence
		  ● 8420 School Safety and Reporting of Crime Statistics
		  ● 8500 Food Service

Motion carried by a voice vote; five votes yes.
D. Educational Assistant Job Description. A motion was made by Beth Laufenberg and seconded by Keith Desjarlais to approve the Educational Assistant job 
description as presented. Motion carried by a voice vote; five votes yes.

E. Adopt Academic Standards. A motion was made by Beth Laufenberg and seconded by Tammy Wakeman to adopt the 2026-2027 Academic Standards as pre-
sented for the 2026-2027 school year. Motion carried by a voice vote; five votes yes.
F. MOU Waunakee Psychotherapy Center. A motion was made by Tammy Wakeman and seconded by Beth Laufenberg to approve the MOU with Waunakee Psy-
chotherapy Center as presented and discussed for the 2026-2027 school year. Motion carried by a voice vote; five votes yes.

G. Elementary Handbook. A motion was made by Jordan Noyes and seconded by Keith Desjarlais to approve the 2026-2027 Elementary School Handbook, as 
presented and discussed. Motion carried by a voice vote; five votes yes.
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RIO AMERICAN LEGION ROOM RENTAL
The Rio American Legion has a room for rent 
that will hold approximately 50 folks for a seat-
ed event. The facility has AC, a gas stove, mi-
crowaves, refrigerator, with tables and chairs al-
ready in place. If interested in renting call Jerry at 
920 988-3389 or George at 920 382-3588.

Rio Community 
Library

We also offer
curbside pick up.

HOURS
Mondays & Wednesdays 

10:00 AM - 8:00 PM
Tuesdays, Thursdays & Fridays   

10:00 AM - 5:00 PM
Saturdays  – 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Closed Sundays & Holidays 
email: questions@riolibrary.org  

website: www.riolibrary.org

920-992-3206
Please review the guidelines 
when entering the library

324 W. Lyons St.

COLUMBUS/FALL RIVER FOOD PANTRY
APPOINTMENT SCHEDULING 

INFORMATION 
(effective January 1, 2025)

We serve Thursdays, 4:00 pm to 6:45 pm, by appointment. 
We are located in the back of the Columbus Community Center, 

125 N Dickason Blvd, Columbus.

Call 608-893-3079 to schedule an appointment.
If your call is not answered, please leave a clear message with 
your name and phone number. Messages will be checked daily.

Si Ud. necesita ayuda con la comida, favor de llamar al 920-
287-8122 y pida Marcos para programar una cita.

Thank you to the following churches for serving:
Connection Church - Pastor Jamie Turner * St. Jerome Catholic 
Church - Father Jim Leeser * Faith Lutheran Church - Pastor 
Andrew Perger * Olivet Congregational UCC * Zion Lutheran 
Church - Pastor Tim Schwartz * First Presbyterian Church * 
Columbus United Methodist Church - Rev. Sang Wook Park * 
Columbus Community Church of the Nazarene - Pastor Chris 
Baker * Wisconsin Academy - Pastor Jonathon Fetrick  TheThe  RioRio

ShopperShopper

OLIVET CONGREGATIONAL
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Worship: Sunday at 9 am
Sunday School: after Worship - 10 am

ALL ARE WELCOME!
Web page: olivetucc.org

313 W. Prairie St.
Columbus WI 53925

August 22, 2026

Bread Basket 
COMMUNITY FOOD PANTRY

Bread Basket Food Pantry will be by appointment only. 
Contact Joanne Sanderson; 920-348-5568 

or the Church office; 920-348-5859.   

Serving residents of the Cambria School District
MONETARY DONATIONS may be sent to Joanne Sanderson, 

Treasurer, W2207 Vaughn Rd., Cambria, WI  53923.

Located in the basement of the Presbyterian Church, Entrance on Towyn Street

Bonnet Prairie Lutheran
In Person Service,

plus Zoom & Parking lot
by listening to FM 87.9

Sunday
Sunday School will be the 

first and third Sunday of the 
month beginning in 

September.
(Sept. will be 2nd & 3rd Sunday)

8:30 to 9:20 am.
Sunday School is for

students age 3-High School.
9:30 am Worship

Council Meets 3rd Mon. of Month
WOC Meets last Weds. of Month

Bonnet Prairie
Lutheran Church

N3694 Old F. Rd., Rio
Phone:  920-992-3200

HALL RENTAL
Rio American Legion 

The Rio American Legion post is available for gatherings 
up to 50 people. The cost for a non-member is $50.00 per 
day. Call Jerry at 920-988-3389 or George at 920-382-3588 
for more information or to make a reservation.  

RIO FOOD PANTRY
104 Lincoln Ave., Rio

Serving the Rio, Otsego, Doylestown, Cambria and Friesland areas/School Districts.

OPEN 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Mondays of each month
10:00 AM – Noon

Donations of food & money are accepted during open hours.  Monetary
donations can also be sent to Rio Area Food Pantry PO Box 355 
Rio WI 53960

EVERY 4th MONDAY 
we will also be open from 5 PM to 6 PM

Checks should be made out to the Rio Area Food Pantry.
For more information contact: 

Jim Nelson (608) 513-0552 or 992-3618
Bob Risgaard (920) 992-5258

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

LOCAL WORSHIP

WEDNESDAY: Apologetics Class - 6:00 PM
1ST SUNDAY/MONTH: Communion

TUESDAY:   Women’s Bible Study, Summer Break, Resumes 8/4/26

SUNDAY WORSHIP
      9:00 AM		 WORSHIP-STUDYING THE BOOK OF ISAIAH  
		  AFTER WORSHIP COFFEE & COOKIE FELLOW-
		  SHIP FOLLOWED BY SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR 	
		  ALL AGES                                                              

SUNDAY EVENING: Youth Group - 5:00 PM 	

Faith Bible Church
 N4777 Elm Street - Rio, WI  53960

Pastor Ramsey Bobzin
920-992-3274 

          www.fbcrio.org
  Come join us to pray, sing and worship our Lord & Savior Jesus Christ.

Study the Bible, the Word of God, chapter by chapter, verse by verse and word 
by word. Jesus is THE WAY, THE TRUTH & THE LIFE!.

Sermons can be heard on 
 www.fbrio.org or on Facebook 

MONDAY: Time of Prayer & Praise - 3:00 PM 	

2ND SATURDAY/MONTH: Mens Prayer Breakfast - 7:00 AM

Community Resources

WYOCENA PUBLIC LIBRARY

Monday  9am - 5pm 
Tuesday & Wednesday  9am - Noon & 1pm - 5pm

Thursday 10am - 3 pm
Friday, Saturday and Sunday - Closed

Offering copy/fax service during normal hours, 
no appointment necessary

Attention Rio Area Food 
Pantry Customers! 

Please come to the front door 
of the pantry to pick up your 

order form which will be filled 
and brought to your car. 
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If you would like to announce a birth in the Rio Shopper, 
please call, or send information and phone number, (printed 
clearly) to Rio Shopper, 205 Lincoln Ave, P.O. Box 302, Rio, 
WI 53960.  There is no charge for these announcements!

920-992-5253 

Stork Watch
 Area Birth Announcements  

Have a Birth to Announce?

facebook.com/therioshopper

TheThe  RioRio
ShopperShopper

July 20, 2026 - School Board Minutes continued from Page 6

H. MS/HS Handbook. A motion was made by Keith Desjarlais and seconded by Jordan Noyes to
approve the 2026-2027 Middle/High School Handbook, as presented and discussed. Motion
carried by a voice vote; five votes yes.

I. Employee Handbook. A motion was made by Keith Desjarlais and seconded by Beth
Laufenberg to approve the Employee Handbook changes, as presented and discussed.
Motion carried by a voice vote; four votes yes. Jordan Noyes abstaining.

J. Early Literacy Screener Data. Dr. Lichucki provided information around the 2025-2026 Early
Literacy Screener Data to the Board. This was an informational item.

K. School Improvement Plan. Dr. Lichucki provided the results of the 2025-2026 school
improvement plan. Dr. Lichucki and Ms. Krause-Emerik shared the 2026-2027 School
Improvement Plan. A motion was made by Jordan Noyes and seconded by Tammy Wakeman
to approve the 2026-2027 School Improvement Plan. Motion carried by a voice vote; five
votes yes.

L. Board Goals. The Board reviewed and discussed the results of the 2025-2026 Board Goals.
They also discussed the potential 2026-2027 Board Goals. This was a discussion item.

M. Superintendent Goals. A motion was made by Tammy Wakeman and seconded by Keith
Desjarlais to approve the Superintendent goals for the 2026-2027 school year, as presented and
discussed. Motion carried by a voice vote; five votes yes.

N. Budget Amendment. A motion was made by Beth Laufenberg and seconded by Tammy
Wakeman to approve the budget amendments for the 2025-2026 budget, as presented. Motion
carried by a voice vote; five votes yes.

O. Preliminary Budget Adoption. A motion was made by Beth Laufenberg and seconded by
Keith Desjarlais to approve the preliminary 2026-2027 budget for publication, as presented
and discussed. Motion carried by a voice vote; five votes yes.

P. Referendum Discussion. This was a discussion item.

Q. Lake Stellar Academy. Dr. Lichucki provided information to the Board regarding Lake Stella
Academy and a potential opportunity to partner with them. This was a discussion item.

R. Administrative Reports

	 1. Ms. Krause-Emerick MS/HS
		  a. General School Update.

			    MS/HS building goals completed.
			    AP results were really good.

	 2. Dr. Lichucki District/Elementary
		  a. General School Update.

			    Will be working to fill the open Educational Assistant positions.
			    A group is working on a draft Artificial Intelligence (AI) 	Handbook that 	
			      will be shared with staff in August.

			 
   Summer school went well.

S. Legislative Update. This was a discussion item.

T. Items for Future Agendas. None

A motion was made by Tammy Wakeman and seconded by Beth Laufenberg to adjourn the 
meeting at 9:16 PM. Motion carried by a voice vote; five votes yes.

HALL RENTAL
Rio American Legion 

The Rio American Legion post is available for gatherings 
up to 50 people. The cost for a non-member is $50.00 per 
day. Call Jerry at 920-988-3389 or George at 920-382-3588 
for more information or to make a reservation.  

JOIN THE RIO AREA HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY TODAY!

OUR MEETINGS: Third Saturday of each month
at 10:00 am at the RAHS Museum, 126 Lincoln Ave., Rio 

ALL DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE
View our picture gallery & stories on our Facebook page.  For more information or 

“WE NEED TO COLLECT & PRESERVE”
                                          ~ Don Hohlstein

The Rio Ice Company
In April of 1937 it was announced in the newspaper that the 
people of Rio could now obtain ice from a local concern by 
scheduling deliveries with the Rio Ice Company.  Deliveries 
would be made three times a week and four times during 
hot weather.  About 400 tons of ice were stored last winter 
and it is expected that this will be an adequate supply for 
the Village.  Clarence Lerum and Walter Wendt are the own-
ers of the company.  It is not known if these men had any 
kind of motorized cutting tool but they were both pretty in-
telligent men so it would not surprise me.  The motorized 
cutters looked a lot like roto-tillers from a distance and you 
walked behind them.  This photo is just and example of what 
they looked like and not one they actually used.   The second 
photo is of an ice box where it would be stored.

The ice was sawed out of local lakes and for Rio primari-
ly Silver Springs one block at a time and stored in a ware-
house and covered in sawdust to keep it from melting. The 
space between the ice and the walls of the building were also 
packed with sawdust for insulation.

This is what the ice blocks looked like and these are some of 
the tools used for harvesting them.

For those of you who are too young to know why they need-
ed an ice company, it was because at that time there were 
no refrigerators, only ice boxes. You would contract with 
someone to deliver ice to your home several times a week 
to put in your ice box so your food did not spoil. In the winter 
this was not a problem because most people had a summer 
porch that they used to store perishable items since it was 
not heated. We have come a long way.

401 Angel Way Rio  / 920-992-3434

Grasse
Funeral Service

A tree grows,
a memory lives on....

STRAWBERRY
ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Fri., June 22, 2018
4-7 pm

Rio Firemen’s Park Schoolhouse
Rain or Shine

ALA CARTE ITEMS: Hotdogs, Strawberry Sundaes, Straw-
berry Shortcake, Homemade Pie & Pulled Pork Sandwiches. 

MENU: Meal $9 - Pulled Pork Sandwich, Potato Salad, 
Baked Beans, Cole Slaw & Beverage. 

Bonnet Prairie Lutheran Church

STRAWBERRY
ICE CREAM SOCIAL

Fri., June 23, 2017
4-7 pm

Rio Firemen’s Park Schoolhouse
Rain or Shine

ALA CARTE ITEMS: Hotdogs, Strawberry Sundaes, Straw-
berry Shortcake, Homemade Pie & Pulled Pork Sandwiches. 

MENU: Meal $9 - Pulled Pork Sandwich, Potato Salad, 
Baked Beans, Cole Slaw & Beverage. 

Bonnet Prairie Lutheran Church

ad provided by-

401 Angel Way Rio / 119 Industrial Dr. Pardeeville      
920-992-3434 or 608-429-2020

Grasse Funeral Service
A tree grows, a memory lives on....

Elliott & Nina Grasse

Friday, June 28, 2019

MENU: $9 meal includes: Pulled pork sandwich (hot dog as other option), 
potato salad, coleslaw, baked beans, and a beverage. 

ALA CARTE ITEMS: Strawberry sundae, strawberry shortcake, and 
homemade pie
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